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FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
SIN AN INFINITE EVIL. 

That an idea so preposterous, so contrary to rea- 
son and Revelation, and fraught with so many ab- 
surdities and palpable contradictions, should ever 
obtain the popularity that it has, in the Christian 
world, is astonishing beyond degree. And if you 
will hear with patience, and candidly weigh the ar- 
cuments that shall be offered against the infinity of 
sin, I am confident that you will not in the conclu- 
son pronounce me either arrogant or severe. It is 
not to the honour of our understandings, to receive 
a doctrine because it is ancient, or to embrace an 
error because it is popular. But it is our indispen- 
sable duty, as rational beings, by a manly exercise of 
our reasoning faculties, to prove all things, not 
doubting but that every real principle, or doctrine in 
the Christian religion, brightens by investigation. 

The examination of this subject is by no means 
intended as a palliation to crime, or an extenuation 
of guilt; but so far as is possible, by reason and 
revelation, to attain to a correct understanding of 
the subject under investigation. Although we may 
not have sufficient data, whereby to judge of what 
sin is, as to its degree of evil, yet from consequences 
unavoidably arising, we may tell what it is not. 

The notion that sin is an infinite evil, I conclude, 
is not very ancient, but the discovery of its magni- 
tude hath been made by our modern Doctors, who 
have raised it to its present dignity, and given it a 
place amongst infinities!! They also contend that 
it is of heavenly extraction ; one of the highest an- 
gels being the fosterfather, but the original germ 
was from the Father of all. This point, however, 
as to its origin, I shall not at this time discuss, but 
confine myself more particularly to the examination 
of its infinity. 

That a certain something called sin, or an infinite 
evil, should spring up in a region of purity, and in 
a moment equal God himself in his attributes of im- 
mortality, infinity, and also eternity, (in one point 
considered,) is a phenomena to be explained only by 
the Doctors who discovered it. If sin is endless, it 
is in one sense immortal, for immortality is endless 
existence ; and if infinite, it must inhabit eternity ! 
or at least all future eternity. 

if sin in the abstract, is an infinite evil, then when 
the angels rebelled, its measure was filled up in 
heaven, and that too with infinite and heavenly sin: 
for whatsoever was in heaven, and from heaven, 
must be heavenly! And that which is infinite can- 
not be added to! God is infinite, and if sin is infi- 
aite, they must equally inhabit the same space. And 
being equal, or fellows, thev are not under the con- 





AD 
trol of, or amenable to, each other. Call not these 
things heresy, or blasphemy, for they are unavoid- 
able conclusions or consequences growing from the 
doctrine of sin, considered as an infinite evil. 

Let us now consider sin in our world. It hath 
been a question much agitated by the learned Doc- 
tors, how sin came into the system. The Serip- 
tures however inform us, that by one man sin entered 
into the world, and not by one serpent, or one fallen 
angel! Although the murder of Abel was not the 
first sin, according to the record, but that being the 
second, and most enormous, and admitting sin, in 
the abstract, to be an infinite evil, the measure in our 
world also, must have then been filled up, if not be- 
fore ; so that all the sin which has been committed 
since, is a mere nullity. But if the objector denies 
this, and contends that every sin still adds to the 
bulk, or quantum, the doctrine of the infinity of sin 
is atonce destroyed. But if this is not the idea, and 
my Opponent means that sin is an infinite evil in the 
aggregate, it doth not in the least relieve the diffi- 
culty, because that iniquity is not yet full; there- 
fore the aggregate, or final amount, cannot yet be 
summed up: so that, according to this way of un- 
derstanding the subject, sin is not an infinite evil. 
And if sin shall eternally prevail, the time can never 
come when sin can be summed: up in its final 
amount; and can never become an infinite evil. 

Admitting sin, or the transgression of the law, to 
be an infinite evil, then it follows, that the obedience 
proposed or demanded was an infinite good ; and it 
the infinite good is lost, or never obtained, then 
creation hath suffered an irreparable damage by the 
evil that hath taken its place, to the frustration ot 
the designs of Infinite Wisdom, and the government 
of God is now under the operation of a much infe- 
rior plan to that first designed. 

If sin is an infinite evil, and death is the wages of 
sin, it must be infinite death; then the least sin 
hath as much of penalty as the greatest, and one sin 
the same weight of wrath as ten thousand, or evei 
so great a number. 

Again. Ifsin isan infinite evil, the elect having 
sent forth a multitude of those infinite evils, they 
must have pervaded the universal system, and can 
neither be destroyed, or washed away ; consequent- 
ly, the chosen band will for ever have to dwell with 
those infinite evils. And further, If sin is an in- 
finite evil, it is impossible at any time to render 
to every man according to his works. If ev- 
ery sin is an infinite evil, as is often laid down, and 
there is but one infinite good, and the opposites 
still rapidly increasing, what must be the final 
Will not this vast evil preponderare, and 
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good be circumscribed, or annihilated from the sys- 
tem? So that, unless we can fly beyond infinity, 
and outlive eternity, we cannot go beyond the influ- 
ence and dominion of sin. If the objection is made 
that sin is not infinite as God is infinite, I request 
that the difference betwixt infinites may be pointed 
out. The atonement by Christ, if infinite, or let it 
be whatever it will, is finished. And if sin is al- 
ready an infinite evil, it amounts to an exact balance 
with the atonement. Then, all the sin that shall 
hereafter be committed, is superabounding, and 

bevond the merits of the atonement. 

S. M. ROSE. 

( To be continued.) 
 ——_ 
From the (Boston) Universalist Magazine. 
(> That we may preserve a specimen of the su- 
perstition of our times, we are disposed to insert the 
following letter, which debars Mrs. Hannan Park- 
nurst, of Dunstable, from coming to the sacred 
communion, for no other cause, than her sincere 
and honest belief of the doctrine of Universal Sal- 
vation. This woman is acknowledged to be an or- 
nameut to society, being of a character most amia- 
ble aud viituous. We likewise subjoin her answer ; 
and we may add some remarks on the Church’s 
letter in a future number. 

Dunstable, (Mass.) April 30, 1822. 
Dear Sister,—The church of Christ, in this place, 
having taken into their serious and prayerful consid- 
eration, the subject matter of brother Phinehas 
Fletcher’s complaint which he brought before the 
church against you; and your acknowledgment that 
you did reject the last article in our Confession of 
Faith, and all the doctrines necessarily connected 
with it; and that you did believe in the final salva- 
tion of all men—they have felt it their duty, and 
consequently have voted to lay you under their cen- 
sure so far as to debar you from communing at the 
table of the Lord, until you should renounce your 
heretical opinions, make satisfaction to the church, 
and return to duty ; and that the church commit- 
tee send you notice of their proceedings on said 


complaint, and that the same be acgompanied with 
a friendly admonition. 


And now, dear sister, in complying with the di- 
rections of the church, we must remind you that we 
view all the articles of our church eovenant so con- 
nected, that in rejecting one, we do virtually reject 
the whole altogether. 

The doctrines, contained in the articles of our 
church covenant, we believe to be the doctrines 
which are taught in the Holy Scriptures, and are 
substantially that faith which was once delivered to 
the saints, and for which they were to contend ear- 
nestly. In rejecting them, we believe you do virtu- 
ally reject the Gospel of Christ, and do attempt to 
bring in agother gospel; the evil of which is set 
forth by the apostle in Gal. i. 8. Your avewed be- 
lief in the doctrine of Universal Salvation, is, in our 
view, totally repugnant to the faith, the practice, 
and the writings of the holy apostles, and in direct 
contradiction to the doctrines which Christ himself 
taught when upon earth. Some of his sayings are 
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as follows: The hour is coming in which all tha 
aie in the graves shall hear his voice and shall come 
forth, they that have done good unto the resurree. 
tion of life, and they that have done evil to the resus. 
rection of damnation. He that blasphemeth againg 
the Holy Ghost hath never forgiveness, but js jy 
danger of eternal damnation. He that believer) 
and is baptized shall be saved, but he that believer), 
not shall be damned. Depart ye cursed into ever. 
lasting fire, prepared for the devil and his ange!s, 
And these shall go away into everlasting punish. 
ment, but the righteous into life eternal. Tiie pro- 
phet Daniel says, Many of them that sleep in the 
dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting 
life, and some to shame and everlasting contemp: 
John, speaking of the final judgment, says, I say 
the dead both small and great stand before God, &e¢, 
and the sea gave up the dead which were in it, and 
death and heil delivered up the dead which were iy 
them, and they were judged every man according to 
his works ; and death and hell were cast into th: 
lake of fire and brimstone, which is the second 
death. 

The cities of Sodom and Gomorrah are said }y 
the apostle, to be set forth an example sufferimg the 
vengeance of eternal fire. Indeed the whole New 
Testament is full of positive declarations, that ther 
will be a final separation of the righteous and the 
wicked ; that the one will be permitted for ever t 
enjey the favoug*of God, while the other will be 
compelled to feel the full weight of Divine wrat! 
In view of the above passagi 





for ever and ever. 
and very many more which might be cited, we firm- 
ly believe in the everlasting punishment of the final- 
ly impenitent, and can see no cruelty, partiality, o: 
injustice in our God, although he punish with ao 
everlasting destruction from the presence of th 
Lord, and from the glory of his power. When wi 
consider that life and happiness are freely offered t 
every one, on the reasonable terms of repentance 
towards God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ 
and when we further consider that the impeniten’ 
will not comply, will not submit, but voluntaril 
choose to remain in opposition to God, knowing, a 
the same time, the denunciations of his most holy 
law. 

Those passages of Scripture, which you have citec 
‘in your letter to the church, and which, in you 
opinion, favour Universal Salvation, have all bee: 
duly considered and impartially investigated, and 
we do most readily say, that in our view they 
not contain a single particle of proof in favour oi 
your new scheme. We are confident that you mis- 
represent and misapply them; that you attach « 
meaning to them that destroys the connexion wit! 
the context; that is repugnant to the great truths 
which the sacred writers designed to establish, and 
which militates against the harmony of the Bible. 
We are ready, when duty calls and necessity te- 
quires, to give you our ideas in full of the true m- 
port of those passages, and of all others ta whicl 
you may refer us. And we are confident that we 
can satisfy every candid, unprejudiced person, that 





the meaning you attach to them is foreign from the 
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ree one. We would charitably hope, that you do 
not design to warp the Scriptures to your own pre- 
conceived opinions, nor to wrest them to your own 
lestruction. 

We believe you are standing on heretical ground, 
and that your moral condition imperiously calls you 
to pause and consider. As we feel for your precious 
and immortal soul, and realize it in danger of being 
lost. through the wiles of the adversary of all good ; 
and as our duty calls us, we would solemnly admon- 
ish you to consider seriously and prayerfully what 
, sentiment you have embraced. A sentiment that 
)s contrary to all true ideas of law and justice, con- 
trary to the universal belief of Christians in every 
age and part of the world, contrary to the dictates of 
sound reason, and contrary to the general tenor of 
Divine Revelation. 

What has led you into so erroneous an opinion ? 
Is it the Holy Spirit, in whom is light and no dark- 
ness ; and who guides all whose hearts are sanctified 
by his grace into essential truth? Are you under 
the enlightening and sanctifying influence of the 
eternal Spirit of all truth in embracing, in vindica- 
ting and propagating a tenet which saps the foun- 
dation of Christianity, and inclines all who em- 
brace it to neglect the important duties and institu- 
tions of religion, and to cry peace to their souls 
when God has never spoken peace to them? We 
entreat of you to search and see what manner of 
spirit you are of. 

How can you continue to embrace this opinion, 

nd try to encourage it in others, when the word of 
God tells you, that you and all mankind must one 
day give an account at the judgment-seat of Christ, 
and be happy or miserable to all eternity, according 
to the deeds done, and the character formed in this 
life ? O consider that you are not infallible, and that 
vou are liable to embrace error. Consider that you 
are exposed every moment to drop into eternity. 
And what will be your condition should you speedily 
be called togive up your account? Are you willing 
io meet death, the king of terrors, and appear before 
your Judge, while under the influence of such a 
doctrine as you pretend to have embraced? O no, 
dear sister, we cannot believe you would be willing 
if you rightly understood the Scriptures, realized 
the plague of your own heart, and the just desert of 
sin. We are confident also that you will sometime 
see your error, either in this world or in another, 
and bitterly lament your folly ; and we wish you to 
see it before it is too late. Many a one, who has 
been as sanguine as you can be in the doctrine of 
Universal Salvation, has with tears of sorrow and 
distress renounced it on a death-bed; and many, 
under the awakening and converting influence of 
the Holy Spirit, have renounced it also. And we 
do not hesitate to say, that were you under the 
teachings of the self-same Spirit, (for which you 
ought most humbly and earnestly to pray,) you 
would at once’ denounce your favourite opinion and 
embrace the truth as it isin Jesus. You would pen- 
itently seek for pardon and direction, strive to build 
up the cause of Christ, and contend earnestly for 
the faith once delivered to the saints. That this 








may be the case with you, is the sucere prayer of 
yours, &e. 
Zesepee KENDAL, | 
Isaac TAYLor, Church 
James Tay or, Committee 
Mican Exvpriper, 


Mrs. Hannah Parkhurst. 


Drar Bretaren, 

I have received and duly considered your com- 
munication of April 30th, by which I am informed 
of the vote of the church to lay me under their cen- 
sure, so far as to debar me from coming to the table 
of the Lord, until I shall renounce my heretical 
opinions, make satisfaction to the church, and re 
turn to duty. 

Brethren, I wish to make a few remarks on this 
subject with the same freedom with which my mind 
is led in contemplating it. [ am “debarred fiom 
communing at the table of the Lord.” And where- 
fore am I thus debarred? First, Because I do not 
believe in the following manifest absurdity, viz. 
That the wicked will be punished eternally, asa just 
reward of their sin and impenitency, but that the 
righteous will be eternally happy, not as a reward 
of their righteousness, but on account of the righ- 
teousness of Christ alone. Surely it is evident, that 
if our sins can merit eternal punishment, if we sin 
not, and do that which is right, we merit eternal 
bliss. Thus you exclude me from communing at 
the table of the Lord for not believing a plain ab- 
surdity. Secondly—I am thus censured and thus 
debarred because “I believe in the final salvation of 
allmen.” I acknowledge, brethren, that this article 
of my faith is not contained in the church’s confes- 
sion of faith, but it is expressed in the following 
passages of Inspiration: “In thee and in thy seed 
shall all the families of the earth be blessed.—All 
nations whom thou hast made shall come and wor- 
ship before thee, O Lord, and glorify thy name.— 
Look unto me and be ye saved, all the ends of the 
earth, for | am God and there is none else. Ihave 
sworn by myself, the word is gone out of my mouth 
in righteousness, and shall not return, that unto me 
every knee shall bow, every tongue shall swear, 
surely shall say, In the Lord have I righteousness 
and strength.” Jesus says, “ And I, if I be lifted 
up from the earth, will draw all men unto me :” and 
he furthermore says, “ Him that cometh unto me, I 
will in no wise cast out.” St. Paul says, “ There- 
fore we both labour and suffer reproach, because we 
trust in the living God, who is the Saviour of all 
men ; especially of those that believe.” He again 
says, that God will have all men to be saved, and to 
come unto the knowledge of the truth; and that 
God worketh all things after the counsel of his own 
wilJ, The same apostle says, “ Wherefore as by the 
offence of one, judgment came upon all men unto 
condemnation ; even so by the righteousness of 
one, the free gift came upon all men unto justifi- 
cation of life.” Again he says, in relation to the 
resurrection and a fuiure state, “ For as in Adam 
all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.” 
These, brethren, are but a few of the many passa- 
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ges which prove the salvation of all men with as 
much clearness as any Scripture testimony proves 
that all have sinned, and come short of the glory of 
God. But for this belief you censure me, and de- 
bar me from coming to the sacred communion, to 
celebrate the sufferings and death of the blessed 
Saviour, “ who gave himself a ransom for all to be 
testified in due time.” Brethren, in the fear of the 
all-sacred Name, I solemnly admonish the church 
to consider whether they are authorized thus to de- 
har me from the privilege of obeying my adorable 
Saviour, who said, ‘do this in remembrance of me,’ 
for no other cause than that I believe, with all my 
heart, what divine inspiration has most plainly 
spoken. And furthermore admonish the church to 
compare this precious article of my faith, for which 
you censure me, with the testimony of scripture 
above recited, and show me, if possible, that I do 
not accept those passages in the most natural sense 
which they express; and when you have done this, 
I earnestly request you to consider, whether there be 
even one article of the church’s profession of faith, 
which can be supported by any direct testimony of 
the sacred oracles. The fact is, it is utterly impos- 
sible to prove one of those articles by any scripture 
testimony, unless you allow yourselves a Jatitude 
which could not be admitted in the exposition of 
any other writing which should come within the 
pale of jurisprudence. If what I here state be a 
fact, and I pledge myself for its maintenance, how 
must the church in Dunstable appear in the face of 
the world, to say nothing of their appearance at the 
judgment-seat of Him who walketh among the gold- 
en candlesticks, when it shall be published to the 
world, that you have censured a lonely disconsolate 
widow, and debarred her from the sacred commu- 
nion, for no other reason than for not believing that 
those for whom the Saviour died will by him be 
sentenced to endless, unmerciful punishment; and 
for believing what the Scriptures declare, that the 
living God is the “Saviour of all men;”’ when at 
the same time the church has not incorporated in 
their profession of faith, a single article which is to 
be found in the Scriptures ? ° 

That the passages of scripture which you have 
quoted, in your communication, to -prove the 
doctrine of endless misery, do not apply to such a 
subject, nor yet at all toa future state, I will en- 
deavour to show by considering two or three as an 
example of the whole. You cite to me the passage 
in the last paragraph of Matthew xxv. Also to one 
in’ Daniel xii. and one in Revelation, which 
speaks of the lake of fire and brimstone. That the 
first two were fulfilled in the generation in which 
our Saviour lived on the earth, is clearly proved by 
the words of Christ recorded in Mat. xxiv. xxv. 
And if you will read the passage in Daniel, and 
compare it with its parallel passage in Matt. xxiv. 
and then carefully compare what Christ says in the 
xxiv. concerning his coming, with its parallel pas- 
sage in Xxv. you will easily perceive that the 
Saviour positively asserted, that all these things 
should take place in that generation. And if you 
will examine the whole that is said on the subject 


of the lake of fire and brimstone in Revelation, pay. 
ticularly the following in chap. xiv. “ And he shajj 
be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence 
of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lam) 

and the smoke of their torment ascendeth ap for. 
ever and ever; and they have no rest day nor nigh; 
who worship the beast and his image, and whoso- 
ever receiveth the mark of his name,”’—vou wil} 
understand that the torment is during day and nigh, 
and while the tormented are worshipping the beast, 
which beast was to continue but forty and two 
months. 

You will permit me, brethren, to remind you of 
an absurdity which must excite pity for the igno- 
rance which is manifested in your proceedings, 
You censure me because I do not believe in the 
last article of your profession of faith, which states 
that the future felicity of the righteous will be for 
the sake of the righteousness of Christ alone, ani 
yet you say, in your own admonition; “The word 
of God tells you, that you and all mankind mus 
one day give an account at the judgment-seat oj 
Christ, and be happy or miserable to all eternity, 
according to the deeds done and the characters 
formed in this life.” And in order to have this 
absurdity complete, it seems as if you carefully se- 
lected the passages in Matt. xxv. where the whol 
reason which is 1endered why the righteous were 
received to life, and the wicked sent into punish- 
ment, is, because the former had administered to 
the wants of Christ’s disciples, and the latter had 
not. Brethren, if this judgment relates to the eter 
nal, endless state, can you invent a greater contra- 
diction to it than the last article of your confession, 
which says, that the felicity of the righteous is for 
the sake of the righteousness of Christ alone? Ac- 
cording to such absurdity, the passage in Matthew 
would read differently, and say, “ Depart ye cursed, 
&e. for I was an hungered, &c. and ye gave me no 
meat ; and on the other hand, Come ye blessed, Ke. 


for I am righteous in your room and stead !” 
Having spoken thus freely on the merits of the 
great subject under consideration, I am disposed to 
add afew words concerning the manner in which | 
have been treated by you, who profess so much 


concern for my soul. By Br. Phinehas Fletcher, 
who brought the allegation against me before the 
church, I have been treated in a most unchristian 
manner. That even my children should not know 
the bitter language which he was disposed to treat 
me with, he had the duplicity to tell me that if we 
talked in private, I should not be bound to own 
before the church any thing which I should say to 
him. And when I was before the church, you 
Rev. Pastor treated me in a most harsh and unfeel- 
ing manner, as you are all witnesses, and as soine 
of you have since acknowledged. Brethren, when 
I consider all these things, it appears plainly to my 
mind, that the church in Dunstable is as much op- 
posed to the true spirit and doctrine of Jesus, as 
was the ancient church at Jerusalem which put the 
blessed Saviour to death. Brethren, I remain your 
censured and aggrieved sister, 





HANNAH PARKHURST. 
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MELANCHOLY EVENTS. 

We publish the following that the public may be 
impressed with the magnitude of the evil com- 
plained of. An evil which is growing in our coun- 
try, in consequence of the abominable projects of 
men, who, on pretence of “raising revivals,” like 
one of old, go about “seeking whom they may de- 
rour.” 

From the (Boston) Universalist Magazine. 

(G> We have, for several weeks past, delayed the 
subject with which we come before the public to- 
day, through a consciousness of our inability to do 
it justice. It is certainly one that most deeply con- 
cerns the happiness of the whole community, though 
it has not yet attracted a general attention, and has, 
rill very lately, been passed by entirely unnoticed. 

We submit the following statements: 

From the Gospel Herald, of June 24, 1820. 

“ Horrid Transaction. The Western Reserve 
Chronicle, printed at Warren, Trumbull county, 
Ohio, of the Ist instant, gives a distressing account 
of the death of Philemon, William, and Cyrus, 
three only children of Mr. Zaphna and Louis 
Stone, of Kinsman, in that county, who were 
drowned by the hand of their mother. The cir- 
cumstances are peculiar, and were communicated 
for publication by a clergyman. Mr. and Mrs. 
Stone possessed amiable dispositions; sustained 
unblemished characters ; and had lived together in 
the utmost harmony. During a late revival of reli- 
zion, Mrs. Stone was awakened, and supposed she 
had experienced a change of heart. Soon after, 
however, she settled down in a state of gloom and 
melancholy, and declared she had committed the 
unpardonable sin. Under this impression, and be- 
lieving that if taken off at that present tender age, 
the chidren would be happy, and believing also, 
that having committed the unpardonable sin, no 
injury would follow to herself—while her husband 
was gone to meeting on Sunday, the 14th May, she 
drowned the little innocents in a spring about three 
jeet deep. Verdict of the coroner’s inquest, Drown- 
ed by the mother in a fit of insanity.” 

From the same paper of Dec. 2, 1820. 
.Inother victim to the doctrines of Endless Torture. 

* 4 woman lately cut her throat near Rocking- 
ham, under a conviction that she was an object of 
Divine Wrath, and should not be saved. Her char- 
acter was respectable, and she had lived with her 
husband and family in great domestic comfort.” 

— Bost. Pal. 
From the same paper of Jan. 20, 1821 
-Inother victim to the doctrines of Endless Torture. 

“A poor woman in the groves, last Saturday, at- 
tempted to cut her throat under the painful convic- 
tion that she could not be saved. She had persuaded 
herself that she was an object of Divine, inexorable 
wrath, and her misery became so intolerable that 
she resolved to end it by committing the dreadful 
actabove stated. Although the wound was not ne- 
cessarily mortal, she perished from loss of blood 
before timely assistance could be rendered.” 








Rockingham Gaz. 





From the same paper of April 21, 1821. 
-Inother victim to the doctrines of Endless Torture. 

“Tn Montville, Con. March 25th, Miss Elizabeth 
Beckwith, aged 13, committed suicide by hanging 
herself, being under the impression that she could 
not obtain mercy, through the merits of a Saviour.” 

From the same paper of Aug. 4, 1821. 

Another victim to the doctrines of Endless Torture. 

“ A lady, sent to the New Lunatic Hospital, from 
a distant town, was killed by precipitating herself 
from the top of the building, a few days since. She 
said her soul was damned.” 

From the same paper of Sept. &, 1821. 

Another victim to the doctrines of Endless Torture 

“A very respectable and worthy young man in 
Kinderhook, has become totally deranged in his 
intellect by listening to the nocturnal as well as 
diurnal ravings of a fanatic,* who lately has visited 
that place, threatening with the terrors of eternal 
misery, all who do not embrace his crude and crazy 
notions. The young man alluded to, has gone to 
the mad-house in New-York.” — National .4dv. 





* A Calvinist minister by the name of .Vetileton. 
From the same paper of April 6, 1822. 
Another victim to the doctrines of Endless Torture. 

“ Manlius, April 3.—The wife of Moses Blowers, 
of Pompey, put an end to her natural life by drown- 
ing ina well, on Thursday last. Mrs. Blowers was 
one of the subjects of an awakening which had been 
got up in the neighbourhood, who fancied herself a 
sinner beyond the reach of mercy! We are inform- 
ed that the unhappy woman stated, as her firm 
belief, that her “soul would be in -hell,’ before the 
Sunday preceding her death. Under the influence 
of feelings thus peculiarly distressing, she severed 
the cord by whose frail brittle tenure human life is 
suspended betwixt time and eternity. The deceased 
sustained an excellent character, and is deeply la- 
mented.” N.Y. Daily Adv. 

From the same paper of July 13, 1822. 
Another victim to the doctrines of Endless Torture. 
Manuivus, March 9, 1822. 

{Here follows the account we recently published 
of the wife of a Presbyterian clergyman, who, crazed 
with the sad tidings proclaimed by her husband, in 
a fit of insanity drowned herself, to escape from her 
terrors of endless damnation. And in addition to 
the above accounts, are the horrible transactions 
related in our last Number, the blessed effects of the 
labours of Asahel Nettleton! Ed. Gos. Her.) 

All these deplorable cases, it is seen, have occur- 
red during the two last years and three months: and 
these, as dreadful a catalogue as they form, are those 
only which the Editor of one paper, THE (N. ¥.) 
GOSPEL HERALD, has inserted. We must not stop 
here to inquire how many others of the same kind, 
and from the same cause, have transpired during 
this period ; we would only refer to the foregoing 
catalogue, and humbly implore the reflecting part of 
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the community to consider. Is it not a duty we owe 
to heaven and earth to come forward in earnest, 
and expose the fatal delusions that are driving our 
countrymen to madness and death? We have been 
told of the abominable doctrines of heathen India, 
which led widows and people to destroy themselves 
on funeral piles, or beneath the ponderous car of. 
the accursed Juggernaut; but here, in our own 
country, before our very faces, is a widely extend- 
ed system of superstition industriously pursued, 
whose terrible effects, though they may fall short in 
number, yet in cruelty exceed all that is related of 
India! This is no exaggeration; it is an assertion 
that we have most carefully considered, and we re- 
peat, that the self-immolations of India cannot be 
compared, for deep and awful cruelty, to such as 
are described in the preceding statemeat! All ac- 
counts agree, that the Indian victims ascend the 
fatal pile with pleasure and full of hope; but those 
who are driven to destruction by the superstitions 
of this country, linger out hopeless weeks and 
months, aghast with horror and dismay, and delirious 
with dread, till the frightful despair becomes intol- 
erable, and then suicide closes the hideous scene. 

Men and brethren, shall these alarming evils be 
repeated and perpetuated among us? There is but 
one way to prevent them; and the cost may as well 
be counted now as ever: Discard, at once, those doc- 
trines that produce them, and convince the ignorant 
and miserable that there are great and lasting joys 
for them and all mankind. Nothing short of this 
will effect the purpose ; for, unless the cause is re- 
moved, the effects will still be produced. Let us 
not flatter ourselves with the deceitful hope that 
those doctrines will grow more reasonable and less 
cruel; already has the set and decisive contest be- 
tween them and the truth commenced, and it is vain 
to expect acompromise. They will wax more and 
more wrathful as their time grows shorter. Use no 
time-serving policy in a matter of such moment. 
Have the independency and courage and fortitude 
to endure all the detraction, all the contemptuous 
abuse that will certainly be directed against you, if 
you expose superstition. But desist not in the glo- 
rious work, till you have broken every yoke, and 
let the oppressed go free. 

Do you fear to oppose those doctrines, lest possi- 
bly they should prove to be the real doctrines of the 
gospel? Brethren, they are not the doctrines of the 
gospel. Under Christ’s preaching, did the people 
crow delirious, or kill themselves ? No! He restored 
the lunatic and possessed to their right minds; he 
healed the broken-hearted, and declared that he 
came not to destroy men’s lives, but to save them. 
Go, and do likewise, and may God biess your ef- 
forts. —Editors. 

(> The Editors take this opportunity to request 
information of all cases of suicide and insanity 
which shall be evidently produced either by the 
terrific system of doctrines, or by the terrific style 
of preaching prevalent in this country. We hope 
our friends will not suffer any such case which may 
come to their knowledge, to pass unnoticed. Let 
a regular, but concise statement be made out, duly 





signed by the author, and also, if convenient, by 
some magistrate or physician; and let this be sept 
for insertion in the Universalist Magazine, Boston : 
or Gospel Herald, N. Y. City; or Christian Rp. 
pository, Woodstock, Vt.; or the Philadelphia Unj. 
versalist Magazine ; or Christian Intelligencer, Poy: 
land, Me. or Religious Inquirer, Hartford, Con. 
—>——_ 
SENECA INDIANS. 

We were last week visited by the famous chief, 
Red Jacket, together with four other chiefs belonging 
to the Six Nations, namely—Blue Sky, William 
Sky, Peter Smoke, and Twenty Canoes, who arrived 
here on Monday, about sunset. 

To answer the solicitations of our inhabitants 
Red Jacket delivered a speech in the evening at the 
Academy, which was almost instantly filled with an 
attentive auditory. His speech, if it had been pro- 
perly interpreted, no doubt would have been both 
eloquent and interesting. But as it was, merely 
enough could be understood to know his object, 
while his native eloquence and rhetorical powers 
could only be guessed at, from his manner and ap- 
pearance. He commenced by representing the 
whole human race as the creatures of God, or the 
Great Spirit, and that both white men and red men 
were brethren of the same great family. He then 
mentioned the emigration of our forefathers from 
toward the rising of the sun, and their landing 
among their red brethren in this new discovered 
world. He next hinted at the success of our armies 
under the great Washington; our prosperity, as a 
nation, since the declaration of our independence ; 
mentioned General Washington’s advice to the red 
men, to plough, and plant and cultivate their lands. 
This, he said, they wished to do, but the white men 
took away their lands, and drove them further and 
further towards the setting sun:—and what was 
worse than all, had sent missionaries to preach and 
hold meetings among them; that the whites, who 
instituted and attended these meetings, stole their 
horses, drove off their cattle, and taxed their land. 
These things he considered their greatest calamity, 
too grievous to be borne. 

The principal object of this visit by these chiefs 
was, we understand, to intercede with the Friends, 
in whose honesty they appear to place the most im- 
plicit confidence, to use their influence to free them 
from the missionaries now in their borders. 

What are the real grounds of this opposition to 
the missionaries among these our red brethren, we 
know not ; but the cause of pure religion and Chris- 
tian philanthropy demand their speedy investiga- 
tion and public explanation. Palmyra Gazette. 

tiie 
MODERN NOTIONS. 

On Sunday, August 4th, the Rev. Mr. Bangs 
said, in the John-street Methodist Church, that “Je- 
sus Christ suffered as much punishment on the 
cross, as Adam would have suffered, if he had been 
damned in hell to all eternity!” This declaration 
he repeated. 

We have heard it remarked; that “one drop of 
Christ’s blood was sufficient to save ten thousand 
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worlds!” Ifthis were true, it is evident, that all 

Christ’s blood, saving the fraction which would 

amount only to the fen thousandth part of one drop, 

was shed in vain! This may be considered as one 
extreme in absurdity ; and the Rev. Mr. Bangs has 
furnished a counterpart. For it must be admitted, 
that Mr. B.’s doctrine involves the strange conclu- 
sion, that nothing was gained by Christ’s sufferings. 

Endless misery is endured, after all ; and, strange to 

tell, endured in a few minutes! We shall not pre- 

sume to say, what this would be called in Ireland. 

A question arises—Whao inflicted this misery, or 
this concentration of endless damnation, on Christ ? 
Not the Jews, who crucified Christ, for they could 
only afflict, for a short time, the body. Will any 
person have the boldness, impiously to blaspheme 
God, and say, God inflicted it? Nay, is it possible 
to reconcile the absurdity of this reverend gentle- 
man? Does he not believe, or rather preach, that 
sinners will be made as miserable as possible, to all 
eternity? And how, on his own premisses, could 
Christ endure in a few minutes, as much as Adam 
would suffer through an eternity of misery? Did 
Christ endure more than possible suffering ? If not, 
he suffered no more, under the same circumstances, 
than Adam would have suffered. It is left to this 
reverend logician to prove, that a man can endure 
as much in five minutes as he could be made to 
suffer world without end. 

It is sincerely to be hoped, that no part of the 
world, save the land of the Hottentots, can furnish a 
congregation of human beings so devoid of ration- 
ality, as to swallow these abominable absurdities 
without chokeing. 

——<f>- - 
JOHN Vill. 32. 

“ Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on 
him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my 
disciples indeed ; and ye shall know the truth, 
and the truth shall make you free.” 

Liberty and slavery are the two conditions or 
states of man. And truth and error are the cause 
of his liberty and consequent peace, or slavery and 
its attendant misery. There is not so strong a fea- 
ture in the current religions of the present day, as 
the striking fact, that doubts, fears, and uncertainty 
of their own future well-being, characterize profes- 
sed believers. Therefore, if our Saviour’s words 
are admitted as testimony, it follows, that they do 
not “ know the truth ;” for if they knew the truth, 
itwould makethem free. Christ told the Jews, “If 
ye continue in my word,” &c. We read, “Man 
shail live by every word that proceedeth out of the 
mouth of God.” ‘This is, emphatically, “ the word 
ot truth, the Gospel of your salvation.” Now, those 
who prefer a gospel of their own, and which is 
(damnation instead of salvation, do not continue in 
Chiist’s word. They do not know the truth; and 
instead of being made free, they are slaves to a fear 
of that very wretehedness to which they so unfeel- 
ingly condemn their neighbours. 

We therefore conclude, from this testimony, that 
those who live in doubt, fear, and anxiety, relative 








to their own salvation ; those who, in the words of 





an apostle, have “ received the spirit of bondage to 
fear,” have not “known the truth ;” for we are 
assured, that the “ truth shall make you free.” 
—~>—— 
YELLOW FEVER. 
“If thou faint in the day of adversity, thy strength 
is small.” PRov. xxive10. 
Death at a distance seems a trifling foe ; 
‘Tis when his steps are heard, men feel the wo. 

God, speaking by the prophet, (Jer. viii. 7.) says, 
“ Yea, the stork in the heaven knoweth her appointed 
times; and the turtle and the crane and the swallow 
observe the time of their coming; but my peo- 
ple know not the judgment of the Lorn.” It is ob- 
vious from Scripture, reason, and experience, that 
a knowledge of the being, character, and purposes 
of God, is indispensable to the peace of man. “ We 
(says an apostle) who have believed, do enter into 
rest.” It is manifest, from every consideration, that 
no man can believe so long as he is ignorant. And 
it is also plain, that every man who is taught of 
God, and knows Him, will believe. For a prophet 
has assured us, that, “they who know His name, 
(Saviour,) will put their trust in Him.” For “ Thus 
saith the Lord, Let not the wise glory in his wis- 
dom, neither let the mighty glory in his might; let 
not the rich glory in his riches; but let him that 
glorieth, glory in this, that he wnderstandeth and 
knoweth Me; that I the Lord, which exercise lov- 
ing-kindness, judgment, and righteousness, (mercy ) 
in the earth; for in these I delight, saith the Lorn!” 
Jer. ix. 23, 24. 

Reader, the doctrine taught by God, by the 
mouth of the prophet, and the doctrine we teach, 
believe, and rejoice in, are one! Let, now, the 
boasters of this world, who pretend that their doc- 
trine will do to die by, and that our faith is “ good 
to live by, but will not do to die by,” consider, and 
ask themselves, if they know the judgments of the 
Lorp? If their faith is a medium, through which 
they can view, undaunted, “the pestilence which 
walketh in darkness, and wasteth at noon-day ?” If 
they are ready, in sincerity, to lay their hands upon 
their hearts, and say, in view of pestilence and 
death, “Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly!” Do 
you glory in this, that you understand and know 
the Lord? That the Lord exerciseth loving kind- 
ness, judgment, and righteousness, in the earth; 
and that in them he delighteth 2? Or does your mis- 
constructions of the character and purposes of God, 
strengthened by your pharisaism, afford you rest ? 
Will the miserable conclusion that your neighbours 
are worse than yourselves, entitle you to heaven? 
Or, can the horrible idea of the endless mivery of 
those whom you are bound to love as your own flesh, 
disaiam death of his terrors—smooth the pillow in a 
dying hour—inspire you with confidence to pass 
the vale of death, and, undismayed with a single 
fear, enter that country 

“ From whose bourn no traveller returns ?”’ 

No! Never! You may glory in your wisdom, your 
mig'it, and riches, but we will glory in this, that we 
understand and know nim, who exerciseth loving 
kindness, judgment (not endless misery!) and righ 
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teousness, in the earth, for i in thems HE delighteth, 
saith the Lorp! 

This is our glory. And may that God who hath 
enlightened our understanding to behold his won- 
derful works, continue the teachings of his Spirit, 
until “the earth shall be full of His praise.” 

, siden 
CALVINISM STARK NAKED. 

The following is extracted from the celebrated 
“SAYBROOK PLATFORM,” which may justly be 
denominated the essence of “ biue-skin Calvinism !” 
We rejoice that we can add, that it is growing so 
abominably detestable, even in the opinion of 
pretended admirers, that they are ashamed of it! 

“ Art. 3. By the decree of God, for the manifesta- 
tion of his glory, some men and angels are predes- 
tinated unto everlasting life, and othera foreordain- 
ed to everlasting death. 

Art. 4. These angels and men, thus predestinated 
and foreordained, are particularly and unchange- 
ably designed, and their number is so certain and 
definite, that it cannot be either increased or dimin- 
ished.” 

We declare, 
one of our fingers upon any man to coerce him to 
change his faith or worship. But we do declare, 
that we should be pleased, if Calvinistic mission- 
aries were obliged to wear the two articles, above- 
mentioned, engraved upon a brass plate, upon their 
hats, in all their evangelizing expeditions. The peo- 
ple would then jearn, at once, the nature of their 
mission, and the extent of their powers. For it 
seems, if we can believe their own declaration, that 
they are to save those who cennot be damned ; 
and prevent the damnation of those who cannot be 


its 


—>—- 
BLACK AND WHITE. 
“ Let him that readeth understand.” 

A friend in Jamaica (L. 1.) recently requested us 
to point out any glaring inconsistencies and absurd- 
ities which might be found in the “ Book of Com- 
mon Prayer,” of the Episcopal Church, &c. This 
request was made in consequence‘of a clergyman 
of the above denomination declaring, that Ais creed 
Xe. &e. was consistent; but Universalism was in- 
consistent. We assure our friend that a very little 
examination was necessary to find declarations as 
contrary as light and darkness. The two articles, 
xvii. and xxxi., which follow, are sufficient to settle 
this question for ever. 

“ Art. XVII. Of Predestination and Election. 


Predestination to life is the everlasting purpose of 


(iod, whereby (before the foundations of the world 
were laid) he hath constantly decreed, by his coun- 
sel, secret to us, to deliver from curse and damna- 


tion those whom he hath chosen in Christ out of 


mankind, and to bring them by Christ to everlast- 
ing salvation, as vessels made to honour. Where- 
fore they, which he endued with so excellent a be- 
nefit of God, be called according to God’s purpose 
by his Spirit working im ‘due season: they through 
grace obey the calling: they be justified freeiy: 
they be made Sons of God by adoption: they be 


that we would not lay the weight of 





made like the image of his only begotten Son Ye. 
sus Christ: they walk religiously in good works. 
and at length by God’s mercy they attain to ever. 
lasting felicity. 

As the godly consideration of Predestination, 
and our Election in Christ, is full of sweet, pleasant, 
and unspeakable comfort to godly persons, anq 
such as feel in themselves the working of the Spiri: 
of Christ, mortifying the works of the flesh ana 
their earthly members, and drawing up their mind 
to high and heavenly things, as well because it dot) 
greatly establish and confirm their faith of eterna; 
salvation, to be enjoyed through Christ, as because 
it doth fervently kindle their love towards God: s 
for curious and carnal persons, lacking the Spirit o; 
Christ, to have continually before their eyes th 
Sentence of God’s Predestination, is a most dan. 
gerous downfall, whereby the Devil doth thrusy 
them either into desperation, or into wretchlessnes 
of most unclean living, no less perilous than des. 
peration. 

Art. XXXL. Of the one Oblation of Christ finished 
upon the Cross. 

The offering of Christ once made, is that perfect 
redemption, propitiation, and satisfaction for all th: 
sins of the whole world, both original and actual: 
and there is none other satisfaction for sin, but that 
alone.” 

Note. Our Friend at Jamaica is informed, that ; 
few more consistencies, (alias, absurdities,) will be 
exposed, as we have leisure and opportunity. 

—>—— 
IMPORTANT QUESTION. 

We read that “ God hath no pleasure in the deat! 
of the sinner.” But, say you, the sinner dies, not- 
withstanding. Yes: this is granted. And you wiil 
please to recollect, the Lord has no pleasure in his 
death. Now we read, “ The Lord shall rejoice in his 
works.” Please to answer—Unless the man, who is 
a sinner that dies, is made alive, and worships God, 


how can God rejoice in him ? 
_—~<_i—— 
OBITUARY. 


Died, at Havanna, Mr Harley Hosford, of this city, age: 


thirty-two years. Mr. Hosford was a firm believer in * th 
Word of Truth, the Gospel of our Salvation.” Findiny 
himself assailed by a fatal disease, (Yellow Fever,) he ar- 
ranged his te mporal concerns with the greatest composur 

and departed, after an illness of two days, to the mansion» 

prepared for him by his Father and his God. 


“O most delightful hour of man 
Experienc’d here below ; 

The hour that terminates his span, 
His folly and his wo. ; 


Worlds would not bribe me back to tread 
Again life’s dreary w aste ; 

To see my days again o'er spread 
With all the gloomy past. 


My home henceforth is in the skies— 
Earth, seas, and sun, edieu ; 
All heaven unfolded to my eves, 
I've no regret for you.” 
—~—>— 
TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
Candidus,—and M. S. of Ohio are received. 
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